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in sympathy with each other, and none with him, would
have nothing to hinder their unanimity in requiring the
same things from him and praising them, and in fixing
opprobrium on the same things from which they meant to
deter him. Mill, accordingly, finds nothing simpler than
the general agreement about what is praiseworthy and blame-
worthy : ' When men began to mark the distinction between
acts, and were prompted to praise one class, and blame an-
other, they did so, either because the one soit benefited, the
other hurt them; or for some other reason. If for the first
reason, the case is perfectly intelligible. The men had a
motive which they understood, and which was adequate to
the end. If it was not on account of utility that men
classed some acts as moial, others as immoral, on what
other account was it: ?'

The eperfect intelligibility' of this solution depends,
however, entirely on the * men' who are here packed
together, as if they made up a single personality, being
all benefited by the same acts, and hurt by the same acts.
That each human being constituted on Mill's pattern, with
no motive but self-love, should praise what benefits him, is
intelligible enough; but in these praises there will be no
consensus, unless it can be shown that what benefits one
benefits all; and this, which Mill has heedlessly taken for
granted, cannot, upon his data, be proved at all. His idea
evidently is, that we like to see the generous act of a bene-
factor, and to set up a habit of eulogy on his behalf,
because it may be our turn to be benefited next, and it is as
well to encourage the chance: we feel sympathy with the
joy of the beneficiary, as possibly our own hereafter, and
express this by laudatory words. But the phenomenon has
another half, which must not be suppressed. The generous
act is, by hypothesis, one of those which there is no induce-
ment of self-interest to perform, and which, as involving
personal privation to the ageat, it needs artificial pressure
to elicit: the pleasure gained^by the receiver is bought by
1 Fragment on Mackintosh, pp. 261, 262.